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(WSDOT) recognizes the importance of these ports to the state's
economy and has addressed port needs in statewide transportation
capital planning. In 1985 and 1991 WSDOT participated with the
Washington Public Ports Association in a statewide analysis of the
ports and transportation systems necessary to support freight move-
ments in the future. The 1985 report concluded that the ports have
good access to major state and Interstate highways, although these
routes are congested during periods of peak demand (TAMS 1985).
The 1991 study addressed all modes of the total transportation sys-
tem, public and private. Although Washington State port access is
found to be good generally, access constraints are identified (Belyea et
al. 1992). Improvement projects are under way for these access con-
straints, and other improvements to the functioning of the system are
recommended.

The ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are units of local govern-
ment, which implies that they have some additional influence over
local street improvements, but local streets still present landside con-
straints because some streets belong to other municipalities. Trucks
must compete with local traffic, and the at-grade rail lines that inter-
sect local streets often result in long delays for motorists. The San
Pedro Bay ports, however, have presented a compelling case of the
need to resolve their problems. As a result, the state transportation
commission (with staff assistance provided by the ports) issued a
report recognizing their needs and suggested that some local streets
can and should be considered eligible for state funding (California
Transportation Commission 1990). In addition, the area govern-
ments have banded together with the ports to form a joint powers
authority to build a dedicated rail-highway corridor (the Alameda
Corridor) connecting the ports to Interstate highways and intermodal
terminals (Hicks 1991). The progress made on this project has been
due largely to a considerable degree of cooperation between the ports
and the local and state governments. The main issues still to be
resolved include how to fund the $1.5 billion to $2.2 billion project;
how much to compensate the Southern Pacific Railroad, which owns
the right-of-way for the rail line in the Alameda Corridor; and how to
gain the cooperation of neighborhoods and communities to allow the
Alameda Corridor to be made eligible for state and federal funds.
Recent reports indicate that whereas the state has supported the Al-
ameda project in concept, state funds have not been equally forth-
coming (Traffic World 1991b).